
 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Re: possible reopening of school to more pupils in June 

 

I hope that this finds you and your families well. Thank you for your continued support of our actions 

in response to this unprecedented challenge to education and society, at least in most of our own 

experiences. The operation of school ‘Hubs’ at Stone St Mary, St Botolph’s and St George’s were 

made necessary by external challenges and have been successful. This has meant that we have been 

able to provide a base for vulnerable children and those of Key workers throughout, including public 

and school holidays. I am particularly grateful to the school leaders and teaching and support staff 

who have enabled this. I am equally grateful of course to those staff who have been delivering 

remote learning. Parent and student surveys have suggested that this provision has been well 

received and the adjustments made after the Easter break were welcome.     

There has been much discussion following the release of the Governments ‘Covid 19 Recovery 

strategy’ and the apparent lack of clarity therein. The document (and others released subsequently) 

addresses plans for the possible wider opening of schools to children in reception, year 1 and year 6 

and ‘some ‘face to face’ opportunities for Years 10 and 12. The lack of certainty is exemplified as 

follows:  

‘We anticipate with further progress that we may be able, from the week commencing 1 June, to 

welcome back more children to early years, school and further education settings. We will only do 

this provided that the 5 key tests set by government justify the changes at the time, including that 

the rate of infection is decreasing and the enabling programmes set out in the recovery strategy are 

operating effectively. As a result, we are asking schools, colleges and childcare providers to plan on 

this basis, ahead of confirmation that these tests are met…..We know that, unlike older children and 

adults, early years and primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart from each 

other and staff. In deciding to bring more children back to early years and schools, we are taking this 

into account’.  

We remain therefore somewhat in the hands of the government and await further guidance and 

clarification before we are in a position to finalise future plans. To complicate matters further; 

current union guidance advises teaching and support staff not to engage with this process until the 

government addresses the health and safety concerns they have raised.  In the meantime leaders 

from across the Trust are currently working collaboratively to risk assess all of our settings and plan 

for a series of next steps, including the aforementioned Term 6 proposals. We will of course share 

these plans with you as soon as possible so that you know what each school’s reopening will look 



like in practice. It’s a very unsettling time for us all; please rest assured that we will do everything we 

can to make sure that we are prepared to receive these year groups if our schools reopen in the 

coming weeks. 

Please also take reassurance in our commitment not to pressurise anyone to send their children to 

school, since you know your children and personal situation best. Parents will not be questioned 

unnecessarily or fined for non-attendance at this time. We’ll keep you updated with all our 

preparations for making sure each school is as safe as possible, in order for you to make as informed 

decision as possible. 

A reminder too that children, young people and staff who have been classed as clinically extremely 

vulnerable due to pre-existing medical conditions have been advised to shield or who live in a 

household with someone who is extremely clinically vulnerable, as set out in the guidance on 

shielding should not be attending school.  

Until the end of this term, the hubs are still open only for vulnerable pupils and the children of 

critical workers. The entitlement for these places has not changed nor has the current guidance: 

That is why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, 

and asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. 

It is important to underline that schools, colleges and other educational establishments remain safe 

places for children. But the fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in 

educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in 

wider society. Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of 

children - children who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 

response and cannot be safely cared for at home. Please, therefore, follow these key principles:  If it 

is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be.  

We know some employers will be encouraging you to return to work, but we are simply not 

currently equipped to safely extend places to other children until we receive further government 

guidance. 

Collectively we would like to thank you for your continuous support in helping your child learn from 

home; we do understand that this is far from easy and presents a range of challenges. The situation 

remains far from ideal, however we will need to keep going with this for a while yet, so please do 

continue to do what you can and stay in touch with us about how your child is doing.  

With very best wishes to you, and your families  

 

Stephen Carey  

CEO 

Aletheia Anglican Academies Trust  
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